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Buckley, William Jr. 
God and Man Yale—The Superstitions 

Regnery. Oct. 15, 1951. 240p. $3.50. 


devoted but dissatisfied alumnus Yale ’50, Mr. 
Buckley here carries before the general public certain 
controversies which became engaged under- 
graduate, and particularly chairman the Yale 
News. Deeply concerned over the current trend toward 
irreligion and collectivism the teaching the college, 
appeals the Yale alumni exert their influence 
behalf Christianity and individualism. 


The book contains five chapters unequal merit. 
the first and best chapter, the author gives factual 
report the state Christianity Yale. While seek- 
ing give credit where credit due, shows that the 
general picture very dark. recording instances 
that contempt for religion which all too common 
the lecture halls our secular universities, and show- 
ing its disastrous effects the religious certitudes the 
students, Mr. Buckley has performed useful service. 
The nation large should concerned over the fact 
that many its future leaders are being nurtured 
atmosphere cynicism and doubt. 


the second chapter, Mr. Buckley attempts show 
that his social economic individualism— 
suffering similar assault. support this thesis 
gives numerous excerpts from four textbooks which 
have recently been used the basic economics course. 
While the textbooks question doubtless have their 
defects, Mr. Buckley’s exposure them rather in- 
effectual. The excerpts quoted not bear out his con- 
tention that the economics taught Yale socialistic, 
unless one pins that label every effort regulate 
free competition the interest the common good. 
enthusiastic apologist for economic liberalism its 
purest form, Mr. Buckley takes cognizance the 
organic concept society set forth the papal ency- 


The remaining three chapters deal with the responsi- 
bility the administration and alumni the university 
correct the situation described the first portion 
the book. Mr. Buckley rightly condemns that false 
Notion academic liberty which would grant “equal 
hearing” views which are demonstrably false and 
immoral. But rests his case unsound prin- 
ciple. The alumni, contends, are the ultimate arbi- 
ters teaching policy. They must therefore see 
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that their alma mater shall not employ teachers who 
disparage their cherished opinions and value-judgments. 
The author’s position, adopted, would make the 
alumni responsible for matters which they lack com- 


petence, and would imperil the genuine principle of.- 


academic liberty. 


Mr. Buckley exhibits idealism, forthrightness, and 
commendable independence judgment. has 
squarely raised the difficult problem establishing 
doctrinal norms for the teaching secular universities. 
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That problem, however, cannot solved without 
accurate appraisal the criteria truth and the 
intellectual freedom. amount polemical skill 
can compensate for the author’s confused thinking and 
careless expression about technical matters. With more 
adequate training the social aspects philosophy, 
could perhaps have written useful critique the 
radicalism which rightly 


Avery Dulles, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Seeley, Mabel The Stranger Beside 
Doubleday. Sept. 13, 1951. 272p. $3.00. 


The popularity Woman Property the circulating 
libraries few years ago may promote long waiting 
list for this new novel Mabel Seeley. The Stranger 
Beside shows some improvement the sordid 
melodrama the previous work. Instead heartless 
and terrible heroine like Frieda Schlempke, this story 
has the insidious theme that marriage its best only 
conventional bond imprisoning two strangers 
whirlpool discontent and unfulfillment. And cer- 
tainly this marriage the author dissects painfully and 
painstakingly exposed all its raw and miserable 
failure. 


The scene middle western city the twenties and 
thirties this century. Two employees its largest 
‘department store meet and fall love. Carl Reiss has 
only one aim life, become one Trurog’s top 
executives. Since his start office boy has slaved 
and scrimped and studied all the end that one day 
may sit the special table reserved weekly the 
famous Lake Room for the Board’s 
Luncheon. Night courses, attention detail and long 
‘apprenticeships make his studied plan climb the 
managerial and buying positions his goal. 


‘On the other hand, Christine Landa, because dis- 
figuring birthmark, had never expected loved and 
married. She knows that Carl’s wife she will always 
second his career, but she marries him and 
for him helpful background loving family 
peaceful home. Carl has long illness, and 
necessary for Christine support the family. While 
‘giving her main interest Carl’s career and their two 
she carves out successful restaurant business and 
becomes respected civic leader. the surface theirs 
good partnership but there great rift incompati- 
more marked view their early idealism. 
‘Most their unhappiness stems from Carl’s Oedipus- 
‘ridden sub-conscious which drives him seek comfort 
‘and guidance Christine’s capabilities one minute and 
‘reject the physical side marriage the next. 
makes these two unhappy humans very believ- 
‘able, complexes and all. 

author knows well and describes fascinating 
the background merchandising. She employs 
‘capably interesting technique alternating view- 
‘points between Carl and Christine, thereby gaining sym- 
‘pathy for them both and insight into their conflict. 
‘Miss Seeley has the story-teller’s knack, but here she 


diminishes her effect insistence her supposition 
men have major talent and right dominate 


Best 


women sexually and spiritually, and that women have 
one duty only, willingness inferior and rejected 
these areas. This thesis alone would condemn the 
book for any but the discriminating reader, but must 
also labeled objectionable for its many suggestive 
and vulgar passages. 


Kathleen Engler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Braby, Ion The Flower the Gutter 
Dutton. Oct. 22, 1951. 


This sharp piece realism the reviewer has 
seen some time. placed inside Berlin just when 
was falling the invading Russians the end the 
war: not the front-line Berlin the soldiers, but that 
the civilians, seen from cellars and shelters the 
women, the aged, and children. The reader feels 
actually present, living with these cellar-dwellers, listen- 
ing the roar approaching battle outside. The 
author has native gift for narration, and though first 
novel, this one sweeps along masterful way. 
all odds thoroughly expert piece composition, 
and reminded the reviewer the symphony two 
parts, the first which called “The Battle”. Here 
have one week, with days chapter headings, 
gradual crescendo events, leading the first appear- 
ance the Russians the streets. second 
“Defeat,” divided into six numbered sections, giving 
varied shots and scenes the prostrate city. grim 
reading, grim the everydayness incidents, the lack 
melodrama, the precise truthfulness small details 
among the ruins. read seems the next 
closest thing living through such experience. 


is, therefore, worthwhile reading (not, however, for 
the adolescent, since some the scenes are too un- 
savoury) and deserves wide reading especially those 
who were the victors this war. There not 
much melodrama sentiment make the book 
sensational, and remains truthful presentation 
defeated people. encouraging think that the 
author, member the invading British forces, had 
the sympathy write such work, filled with under- 
standing the ordinary people Berlin. Perhaps some 
experience London during its days darkness gave 
him the feel it. And what the ap- 
pears only the last page the book, like sudden, 
yellow flower, blooming the mud the street, which 
Veronika, the main character, notices her feet just 
about the time that the American and British forces 


Subscription price, $2.50; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1951, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification 


The Caine Mutiny (lib) 
The Cruel Sea (IIb) 

From Here Eternity 
The Catcher the Rye 


Author and Review 


Wouk Apr. 
Monsarrat 
Jones Apr. 
Salinger July 


Moses (III) Asch Oct. 
The Celebrity 


Hobson Oct. 
Marquand Oct. 
Standish Oct. 
White Oct. 
Michener May 


Carson 
Fowler 

Sept. 


Keith 
Costain Oct. 


Melville Goodwin, USA 
Storm Centre (IIb) 

Woman the Window (Ila) 
Return Paradise 


The Sea Around 

Schnozzola (Ila) 

White Man Returns 

The Magnificent Century 


appear Berlin. She has bend over and touch 
before she can believe real. 


Rev. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Shulman, Irving The Big Brokers 


Dial. Oct. 1951. 570p. $3.50. 

The cast characters introduced the reading public 
The Amboy Dukes, and Cry Tough, its sequel, are 
the nucleus the cast this third novel about skul- 
duggery, mayhem, murder, finagling, gangsterism, and 
other unlovely aspects the subnormal life the 
underworld. The three unsavory remnants the 
Amboy Dukes, Larry, Bull, and Mitch—all the em- 
ploy Itzik (Yiddish for Isaac) Yanowich; Mitch’s 
doxy, Joyce; and whole gallery gonifs, pimps, touts, 
hoods and worse—cheat, chivvy, shoot and swagger 
through tale that frightening its implications and 
verisimilitude conditions that have more than 
been skimmed over the Kefauver Commission. The 
breadth and scope the plot almost more than Mr. 
Shulman can conveniently handle; but manages 
make his people seem credibly alive, although second 
thought reveals that many them are hardly more than 
sketched outline, traced against shadows the very 
real prototypes has used models. The complexity 
the organization realized about well 
could anyone not actually making scientific 
tudy. Fictional, this story may be; but too close 
factual for comfort. Nevertheless, not book for 
the general reader. Mr. Shulman may feel the need 
realistically reproduce the narrow and nasty vocabulary 
the creeps and degenerate, amoral, jungle dwellers 
dealing with; but one had hoped that would 
have now learned that four-letter words are not only 
easy spell, but that they also smell bad; the result 
his hurry his impression that obses- 
sions with filth will sell book, leaves this reviewer 
alternative but diagnose case halitosis induced 
heartburn similar that suffered Itzik. 


Briefly, Itzik sends his three henchmen, Larry, Bull and 
Mitch, Las Vegas, there recondition and reopen 
gambling roadhouse, the Riviera, which Itzik and 
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some others have invested too much declare dead 
loss after the former managers absconded with most 
the profits after letting the place run down. 
takes his fancy, Joyce, along; Larry insists taking ven- 
geance one the absconders when brought 
earth; Bull, after indulging himself harem delights, 
beats minor baddie death and gets gangrenous 
cut the process, which turns him haunting remorse 
and fear-ridden religion; Larry, the hated boss the 
others, finds himself harried the collapse the 
when his worth Itzik has only been revealed, and 
preparing abscond, his turn, the book ends. 


Meantime, Itzik has tried expand his illegal, amoral, 
criminal empire; caught the backwash in- 
vestigation sparked murder has connived at. 
has had sacrifice his friend, Dovel Apfelshpein; 
and then engineer the murder Joe Foggia. That 
all bitter ashes and wormwood his mouth hardly 
enough retribution. 


case study what happens morality among 
men when the inspiration and strength religious faith 
one state the nation the present time, The Big 
Brokers may ranked commendable effort; but 
novel purveyed all-and-sundry, carries the 
germs the infectious disease investigates. Let the 
reader and the buyer beware, therefore. 


the other hand, Mr. Shulman has proved himself 
writer competence, and should advised that 
longer needs shock with anatomical vulgarity and 
back-alley badinage. His next book should look life 
the other side, the upper, not the under side. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 
* * 


Sharp, Margery Lise Lillywhite 
Little, Brown. Oct. 17, 1951. 274p. $3.00. 

Margery Sharp has wide popular reputation for novels 
that are clever sui generis, and Lise Lillywhite will 
enhance it, although this new one is, truth, 
somewhat different order from her 
known work. 


The Lilywhites are predominantly English. Luke and 
his wife, Kate, are the solid country branch, living the 
farm life Somerset with Luke’s maiden bouncing 
sister, Susanna. Martin, Luke’s brother, the London 
branch “of the world” and the Foreign Office. 
the family Charles, uncle the brothers, French 
strain, Charles’s long residence and marriage Paris 
having produced indigenously Gallic family which 
maiden daughter Amelie and granddaughter Lise, nine- 
teen and orphaned, are the survivors. 

After the war, the French Lillywhites return London, 
and Martin, middle-aging, falls love with Lise, but 
circumspectly. Tante Amelie, anxious for aristo- 
cratic marriage for her charge, guards Lise well, accord- 
ing her own lights. Somerset, Lise with the tacit 
approval her aunt, courted furtively the simple 
Lord precipitates major country scandal 
assisting Mull escape from his tutor’s care. (He 
would have escaped without assistance, but was 
necessary for Lise interpret the timetables for him.) 
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London again, the suit Count Stanislas, hotel 
doorman black-market operator, next 
receives Amelia’s blessing. This plot too foiled 
Lise’s innocence. Ultimately young schoolmaster who 
has bobbed and out the story appears more per- 
manently. Lise takes positive action, Luke, the farmer, 
asserts the clear-cut truth, and the unpredictable but 
issue Lise’s character and upbringing takes 
shape. 


story this But the delicate handling 
Miss Sharp takes credible substance. There 
definitely more than echo Trollope much 
the story, with conversation, intentions, computations, 
moves and counter moves all revolving about the mar- 
riage-ability the heroine. Unpretentious the story 
is, the characters have vitality that many more 
“serious” novelist would need plasma produce. Each 
individual the plot memorably sketched and Lise 
refreshing heroine. 


There nothing compulsive energizing about this 
novel, novel, but useful entertainment for 
adults. 

Doris Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Hirschfeld, Show Business Business 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 10, 1951. 142p. $2.95. 


Hirschfeld has had thousands his drawings pub- 
lished newspapers and magazines over the past thirty 
years. draws incisive caricatures which are superb 
their economy yet delightful their conception. 
They are pleasure view and are the piéce resist- 
ance this, the author’s first solo effort. (Previously, 
collaborated with Perelman the amusing 


Westward, Ha.) 


From his many years association with the professional 
theater, Mr. Hirschfeld has absorbed great deal 
knowledge about this supercharged 
merry-go-round. Looking with caustic and cyni- 
cal eye, has inscribed his impressions this make- 
believe world this book: backstage look the 
typical trials and tribulations Broadway show, from 
conception the author the opening night. 


Covering such broad area, has had write 
broad style: typifies rather than specifies. 
universality lies the weakness the work; much the 
humor strained tightly. The result spotty crea- 
tion, containing some hilarious bits interspersed with 
some deadly and dull thuds. Happily, the latter are 
minority. 

The best part the book are the drawings which the 
author has selected from his many. Some may carp 
about the choice but one will disagree the final 
judgment that they are funny. very little knowl- 
edge the personalities depicted, one can easily enjoy 
the wit and sardonic humor which has created them; 
the initiated, the legit theater fan, they are treasures 
culled length. anyone, the drawings, alone, 
are worth the price admission. 

John Coppinger, 


Maryland University, 
College Park, Maryland 


Best SELLERS 


Moberg, Vilhelm The Emigrants 
Simon Schuster. July, 1951. 366p. $3.75. 


Vilhelm Moberg writes the bold and daring Swedes 
who first formed the vanguard what was become 
the emigration about one quarter all the popula- 
tion Sweden America. The exodus began fear- 
fully first but before was over, was cost 
Sweden more lives than her wars the past five hun- 
dred years. The descendants these hardy souls— 
the author has more than hundred relatives Amer- 
ica—are now incredibly cultivating area land that 
exceeds the sum total all the arable acreage the 
country they left behind. And all took place within 
the span mere one-hundred years’ march history. 


The author knows whereof writes. was born 
peasant stock and worked farmhand and forester 
before becoming journalist and then novelist and 
playright. has authored twelve novels and fifteen 
plays which have been translated into seventeen lan- 
guages. his intimate knkowledge the people and 
the ways his homeland, has added great amount 
meticulous research. His first novel published 
the United States probes into the various motives 
that set motion the first dislocations the future 
avalanche. “The urge emigrate stirred the land- 
less, the debt-bound, the suppressed and the dis- 
contented. Others again saw mirage special 
privilege wealth the new land, but wanted 
escape entanglements and dilemmas the old country. 
They emigrated, not something but from something. 
Many, and widely different, were the answers the 
question: “Why?” 


The story The Emigrants centers around Karl Oskar 
Nilsson and his family, their struggle make the farm 
pay, the failure crops, the increase debt, the mort- 
gaging future crops pay interest and the accumu- 
lation the web interest-debt-interest when the 
hoped-for crops did not appear necessary abundance. 


There was his son Robert too. Robert had been put 
into service another larger farm but finally ran 
away after one unsuccessful attempt evade the con- 
dition quasi-serfdom. Even though was against 
the law, the father realized that this restless son his 
had helped. hid him from the authorities 
and reached the decision America with Kris- 
tina, his wife, Robert, the two other children and the 
fourth child, yet unborn, who was become the first 
the Nilsson citizens the new republic across the 

Karl Oskar and his family were joined Danjel An- 
dreasson and his wife Inga-Lena. Danjel had had 
culty with the authorities because his religious con- 
victions. had followed the heresy Ake Svensson 
which tried copy the early Christian church and 
return the ways the apostles. Recognizing neither 
spiritual nor temporal powers their community, they 
were soon convicted crime against the state religion, 
Lutheranism. For the sake freedom worship, 
also concludes that his only escape lies the 
direction America. 

Danjel’s group included Ulrika, doubtfully reformed 
prostitute, and her daughter Elin. wanted 
place raise her child peace, the girl she de- 
fended with savage maternal solicitude. All all, 
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there were sixteen people from Karl Oskar’s parish, and 
was their leader. 


The tale the voyage, land-bound people first 
venturing the trackless, treacherous sea, their sick- 
ness, the airless hold which they were crowded, the 
scurvy, the lice, the eight deaths from among the 
seventy-eight disparate emigrants, gives almost eye- 
witness account what must have meant come 
America hundred years ago. However, the story does 
not quite achieve the interest and fascination that such 
subject promises. The author’s style simple and 
primitive but there too much obvious padding. There 
fellow voyager who tells tall stories about the new 
country, and his stories deal with only one thing, the 
vice that can found there. course, the tale 
pure imagination the teller’s part, but his intrusion 
into the book seems somewhat artificial. Arvid, the 
good-for-nothing who escaping shrewish wife, seems 
have only sex history, say nothing Ulrika. 

But the story falls short principally the fact that 
there warmth aroused for Karl Oskar and Kristina. 
The character Robert and his relationship with Elin 
touches briefly beneath the surface everyday affairs, 
but too briefly. word, the narrative, especially its 
second half, not sufficiently centralized psycho- 
logical sense; the human element there but has 
not been exploited. Consequently, The Emigrants rates 
only second class reading, certainly not worth the 
price for buying it, and its reading should limited 
adults only because immoral language and incidents. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 


Fordham University, 
New York 58, 


* ~ * 


The Memoirs Herbert Hoover: Years 
Adventure, 1874-1920 

Macmillan. Oct. 15, 1951. 482p. $4.00. 

Mr. Hoover now presents the public the first volume 
his Memoirs. The chapters were composed vari- 
ous times over period years between 1915 and 1926, 
and they are printed originally written without any 
substantial changes. 


The former President describes briefly, but with con- 
siderable charm, his boyhood and Oregon. 
gives glimpse his life the newly-opened Stan- 
ford University the early 1890’s and then traces his 
career engineer. This career led him across the 
globe and the top his profession 1914. Many 
writers have dealt with this business phase Hoover’s 
life and Mr. Hoover himself adds little our knowl- 
edge it. 


With the outbreak the First World War, Hoover 
entered energetically the great work Belgian 
Relief. The Memoirs set forth clear picture the 
magnitude the problems involved. Relief itself 
was difficult task, and was complicated the neces- 
sity dealing with two sets belligerent powers. Mr. 

oover records his successful struggle against forces 
within the British Government (led Winston 
Chuchhill) secure relaxation the British block- 
ade. had troubles with the Germans, too, but 
the whole, found them easier work with than the 
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Allies. “It took less time and argument put points 
over and get decisions than with the British,” notes. 
“The mental operations the whole group contrasted 
sharply with the groping and ofttimes timid and 
certain attitudes the Allied official mind. There was 
less red tape, more direct 
Hoover’s duties this period entailed endless round 
travels between England, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
France and Germany and frequent contacts with the 
great and near-great the period. Particularly inter- 
esting are his somewhat acid portraits American Am- 
bassadors Henry Van Dyke and Brand Whitlock and 
his more favorable views Walter Hines Page and 
James Gerard. His sceptical attitude toward Col. 
House’s 1916 peace mission worthy attention also. 


With American entrance into the war 1917, Mr. 
Hoover became Food Administrator. His services 
were undoubtedly important, but his pages here make 
rather dull reading. More interesting his account 
his Relief activities Europe the two years after the 
end the war. the Paris Peace Conference was 
appalled the general lack concern with the enor- 
mous problem Continent stalked famine. 
sought acquaint Wilson, Lloyd George and Clemen- 
ceau with the facts the situation, and series 
chapters describes the results his efforts. 


the final section his book, “The American Cru- 
sade and the Halls Peace”, the former President pre- 
sents summary the rather penetrating observations 
the peace-making 1919 which first made ten 
years ago his little volume, America’s First Crusade. 
Mr. Hoover had been convinced the futility Amer- 
ican intervention 1917 and what saw Paris 
1919 only confirmed his views. 

Although Mr. Hoover’s style can never described 
scintillating, sprinkles his account with number 
anecdotes which provide rather dry humor and con- 
tribute the readability. The Memoirs will constitute 
important source-book when the definitive life 
this controversial statesman comes written. One 
looks forward the subsequent volumes which the 
Hoover story wil carried down date. 


Richard Grigg, 
History Department, 
King’s College, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Gould, John Neither Hay Nor Giass 
Morrow. Oct. 216p. $2.75. 


Neither Hay Nor Grass comprises mixed number 
John Gould anecdotes, essays, what have you, writ- 
ten, seems, from the depths his fireside rocker. 
dry sense humour sparks his philosophical observa- 
tions and mild ridicule creeps when castigates 
officialdom whether the Maine Development Com- 
mission, inadequate banking methods, the failure ‘to 
realize the potential the rural educational system, 
the emphasis super-scientific farming. 

The author has strong sense family continuity and, 
much that worthier imitation than the 
approach living the present day. Gould’s obser- 
vations ten cent department store drake who camé 
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think was human, his commiseration for farm dog 
victims the quilled porcupine, his comments 
the prowess hunters season call forth chuckle 
the telling. 
Incidentally, the author trumpets the advantages 
farm life and life the Maine country particular 
makes constant reference local names, projects 
and customs. retains your interest with his breezy, 
conversational style, and only three four occasions 
does pollute otherwise completely inoffensive 
story with some crudities expression. With this 
exception the book fit for all read. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Toombs, Alfred Honeymoon for Seven 
Crowell. Oct. 19, 1951. 246p. $3.00. 


Readers may recall author-farmer Toombs earlier ac- 
count the rearing three children Maryland 
farm Raising Riot. Honeymoon for Seven tells 
what happened the entourage when wife and her 
two children previous marriage were added the 
author’s three. The problems merging menages were 
multiple: who was mother and who was daddy 
whom, who could cook what meals and according 
whose methods, what would happen the earlier 
hopes the author had entertained attaining self- 
sufficiency via writing and farming? 

And too, the Toombs went living their loose-leaf 
summer cottage—loose-leaf that is, that the owner, 
the author’s father, spent his weekends pulling out 
wall here, putting new door there, adding sub- 
tracting room and sundry other jobs which rendered 
life somewhat uncertain—one might walk toward 
familiar door into the next room only discover that 
there was door possibly even room. And 
when Connie Toombs wanted bath replace the 
shower the house quivered its very foundations 
before the water ran. 

Problem after problem was solved the occasion arose 
and methods were adopted according necessity. The 
family became cohesive unit and there remained only 
the problem feeding the eight (including the eccen- 
tric handyman Jack whose appetite was something more 
than gargantuan and whose eccentricities were unpre- 
dictable) from the produce the farm and the author’s 
occasional successes writing. Things seemed 
drifting toward breakup involving abandonment 
the farm when family crisis brought them together 
the pursuance their somewhat erratic way life. 
Humorously written, tender and sympathetic, and with 
the family central unit, the book seems suitable for 
all classes readers. 


Crone, Anne This Pleasant Lea 
Scribner. Sept. 317p. $3.00. 


The locale North Ireland; the people, middle class 
Ascendency; the time, the present. this back- 
ground, Miss Crone has spun tale that not specifi- 
cally Irish, save for the landscape. 

This Pleasant Lea the tale Faith Storey. Her father, 
small land holder, dead. His possessions are rapid- 
melting away. Her mother, middle-class house- 
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wife, self-pitying bourgeois whose great cross the 
loss her lands and the dissipation her only son. 
Frank Storey, the brother, ineffectual young man 
with passion for liquor and women. Faith’s great 
desire for education was cut short her father’s 
death. She teaches the local school. 

The story opens with the news that Frank has Lily 
Veitch with child. The Veitch’s are rather wild, ne’er- 
do-wells who live the edge town. Over parental 
opposition Frank marries her. Mark Liddell, bachelor 
neighbor, little recluse, kind pantheistic free 
thinker, asks Faith marry him. Not loving him, she 
turns him down. Shortly after, she meets Anthony 
Fletcher, the son the solicitor who holds the mort- 
gage the Storey lands. They immediately fall 
love and plan marry. The shock Anthony’s plans 
marry Faith causes his father have stroke. 
ease the tension for Anthony, Faith agrees not see 
him for while. 


the meantime, Frank and Lily have moved the old 
Storey homestead. The Storeys move vacant house 
Liddell’s property. Lily has affair with neigh- 
boring overseer, discovered and taken away the 
paramour, only later abandoned. Later Lily and 
Frank meet fair and Frank attacks her. 
escapes and Frank goes jail. the midst all this 
the Storey property put for auction and bought 
Mark Liddell. 

Anthony Fletcher, under the prodding his family, 
drifts into marriage with Alison Greenleese, the daugh- 
ter wealthy neighboring family. There love 
and they, both unhappy, drift apart. Alison, out walk- 
ing, caught storm, takes refuge the school 
which Faith teaches. well-written interview 
son reveals her unhappiness. Shortly after, Alison be- 
comes very sick and dies. Anthony, ineffectual ever, 
now seeks out Faith who rejects him. Shortly there- 
after, Mark Liddell tells Faith his love for her. 
Faith, this time, accepts him and the story ends. 


This rather pleasant tale. well constructed, 
but very much over written. author has some 
penetrating observations make, but weakens the 
punch heavy undergrowth verbiage. The char- 
acter development done means long, more 
less philosophic, reflections and analyses between the 
incidents. This approach tends make the reading 
difficult and kill interest the story and its people. 
The characters Faith and Anthony are fairly fully 
developed; Mark remains stage prop. Faith’s motiva- 
tion hard determine. seems more than 
simple expression natural goodness. Although re- 
ligion mentioned kind background, never 
exerts dynamic influence. 

This Pleasant Lea pleasant reading for those who 
like pleasant heroine wrapped 
musings and set heavy undergrowth words. 


James Redding, 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Edman, Irwin Under Whatever Sky 
Viking. Oct. 26, 1951. 246p. $3.00. 


The reading habits twentieth-century America pre- 
sent continual puzzle. Never has nation been 
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universally exposed the processes education. Nor 
has there ever been generation Americans whom 
collegiate education was bountifully offered. Yet, 
paradoxically, never has there been such flood pre- 
digested thought now appears magazine 
format the conventional published book. Our 
age, moreover, has witnessed the rise the modern 
pedagogical phenomenon the whose 
function make learning painless, result obtainable 
only through the abolition laborious thought-proc- 
esses and the substitution the author’s opinion 
place the reader’s individually-conceived judgment. 


Professor Irwin Erdman member this popularizer 
group. His task for the past decade has been bring 
philosophy “out the closets and into the market- 
not systematic philosophy which Professor Erdman 
presents. Rather the sum total his own judg- 
ments the modern day and its problems which 
offers, precis form, established principles for the 
future actions his readers. 


Under Whatever Sky might described the seven- 
teenth century term “commonplace with this 
difference, that all entries are self-fashioned rather than 
borrowed from the writings famous men. There are 
about one hundred short pieces, many them re- 
printed from magazines published during the past six 
years. first glance, the appearance these essays 
reminds one Father Keller’s Three Minutes Day, 
similarity which more than superficial one 
realizes upon perusing some the thoughts expressed. 
For Professor Erdman has the serious purpose prod- 
ding men’s minds into reexamining some those facts 
life which mankind takes for granted. carefully 
points out that the conciseness the pieces should not 
deceive the casual reader into believing that these 
thoughts are but random notes jotted down haste. 
Some them, according the author, are the fruit 
twenty years speculation, reevaluation, and finally 
precise expression. 
plain, therefore, that any work, long the 
making, should scrutinized with strict critical eye. 
Yet the topics are varied and uneven worth that 
such criticism becomes impossibility. Many the 
essays are well-fashioned with the right amount 
urbane wit make them interesting. Others are ex- 
tremely topical and will lose their glitter the events 
which inspired them fade from the public remembrance. 
Still others seem self-opinionated and sound quite pon- 
tifical Erdman philosophizes virtue, religion, and 
the necessities the present moment. 
Under Whatever Sky inviting book and deserves 
intelligent reading. revealing book, for 
give plentiful samples what passes for philos- 

ophy the secular university today. 

Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 

Seton Hall University, 

South Orange, New Jersey 


Caldwell, Erskine Call Experience 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Sept. 21, 1951. 239p. $3.50. 


Subtitled “The Years Learning How Write”, 
Erskine Caldwell’s autobiography sets forth some the 
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experiences man who, having divided the popula- 
tion into those who read and those who write, was 
doggedly determined succeed the latter category. 
Unfortunately the recollection those years begins 
suffer when the intimate glimpses the author’s 
early family life pass from the scene and the period 
authorship comes the fore. The personal touch 
lost and the narrative barely rescued from growing 
monotonously repetitious. 


Basically there very little that the would-be writer 
can learn from Call Experience except that the life 
authorship not all wonderland and fre- 
quently means bitterest hardships when the author 
supported himself, his wife, and three children for two 
years $1000. But sheer determination liter- 
ary success carried Caldwell through myriad jobs, 
living unheated rooms and subsisting bread, cheese 
and soup. Then suddenly rejection slips turned into 
gold royalties from his books and the dramatized 
version Tobacco Road brought his earnings the 
million dollar bracket. Probably more profitable for the 
incipient author are Caldwell’s questions and answers 
which are added the form epilogue. There 
might few gems advice and counsel. But others 
have written much about authorship and have written 
much better than the author Call Experience. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, 


Hueck, Catherine Russian Yesterdays 
Bruce. Sept. 132p. $2.50. 

This new book Catherine Hueck book 
read with great joy. quite different from her other 
books. she had forgotten the stark and glaring 
colors Friendship House and Dear Bishop and was 
revealing herself instead the rich and fascinating 
colors with which Eddie Doherty painted her 
Tumbleweed. Sensitivity all that precious—the 
home, the family, the country, that what she reveals 
these sketches. 


For this book book sketches. The nineteen 
chapters seem nineteen loving strokes upon 
canvas which has served backdrop the drama 
this woman’s life and which, she hopes, can for all 
scene against which can better understand 
the lives the Russian people. 


This not book read through one sitting. 
should taken slowly, chapter time. Some 
the chapters are peculiar timely interest, for 
example, the ones called “Christmas Old Russia,” 
“Easter Old Russia,” and “May the soul”. 


This book not great writing from literary stand- 
point. The repetitious beginnings each chapter are 
discouraging. frankly book reminiscences and 
once the author had told so, that once should have 
been sufficient for the entire book. There artifi- 
ciality about the situations which “remind her 
that goes ill with the genuineness her love for the 
yesterdays Russia. The style choppy and ranges 
didactic tone one near the conversational 
evel. 
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But this book which feel begins with the old 
Russian salutation, “May the peace God with 
you” and closes with its farewell, the blue mantle 
Our Lady cover you with its gracious folds, and 
keep you safe”. between the beginning and the end 
are allowed look into the old Russian home, 
see the mother baking bread, cleaning house, gathering 
herbs. There are chapters sports, co-operatives and 
recreation. The outstanding chapters are perhaps the 
first, the Bogoroditza, (She who gave birth God), 
and that part the sixteenth Education, where 
language simple enough for anyone understand, the 
author explains how the Russian Orthodox religion 
differs from the Roman Catholic religion. 


Sister Mary William, 
Department English, 

The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul Minnesota 


Cuppy, Will 

How Get from January December 
Fred Feldkamp. Oct. 1951. 279p. 
The author How Tell Your Friends from the Apes, 
How Hermit, How Become Extinct, The De- 
cline and Fall Practically Everybody, etc., here 
made the victim kind bottom-of-the-barrel- 
scraping operation which might better have mort- 
gaged the publishers desk calendars than 
book publisher. only goes prove that what one 
man’s whimsy can another’s grue; for, brutally speak- 
ing, there are too few chuckles, too few firefly smiles 
the 366, (to take care leap years), items here col- 
lected between covers. Perhaps one could read them 
the rate one-a-day, one might more indulgent; 
but that would postpone any review the effort for 
366 days, which might not such ghastly prospect, 
come think it. The trouble that these mild 
lucubrations the often witty Will Cuppy are laid 
end-to-end; and read that fashion they become not 
only bore, but strain. And one aware, too, that 
for all the enthusiastic editing Mr. Feldkamp, who 
did the same service for The Decline Fall (if report 
accurate), Mr. Cuppy caught straining for sem- 
blance humor more than every first Monday and 
third Thursday. After-dinner speakers who are not 
above little polite pirating will find five-page index 
the end this volume handy reference table for 
the “that reminds me” gambit, covering such diversities 
“Alabaster busts, cleaning “Canteloupe eating”; 
“Dormice”; “Navy beans, recipe for”; 
and “Woodpeckers, arctic three-toed”. For this dys- 
peptic critic, the index promises more than the book 


warrants. 
Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Hesselberg, Erik Kon-Tiki and 
Rand McNally. Oct. 15, 1951. $2.50. 


The extraordinarily popular success Kon-Tiki, which 
has headed the non-fiction best-sellers for over year, 
has made any explanation the name Kon-Tiki al- 
most superfluous. This eighty-page book sketches 


and hand-printed text the navigator the famous 
voyage balsa-raft from Peru Raroia along the 
Humboldt and South Pacific currents welcome 
addendum the original Thor Heyerdahl book. The 
black and white sketches are able and charming, and 
reveal remarkably apt talent for drawing the only 
man who knew navigation among the six daring adven- 
turers who made the voyage. Almost everyone who 
fell victim the spell Kon-Tiki will want add 
this sketch-book the text, particularly 
since very attractively printed and presented. For 
those who have not the patience the time read 
the Heyerdahl text, Kon-Tiki and will serve 
synopsis the adventure. 


Hutschnecker, Arnold The Will Live 
Crowell. Oct. 1951. 278p. $3.50. 


the magic moment eternity that today, profound 
technological advances and medical marvels are domi- 
nant factors. The stepped-up tempo has placed such 
things home-made ice cream, taffy pulls and harvest 
hay rides the realm ancient history, and, way 
offers gin fizzes, “reefer” parties, and hot 
rods. 


The Will Live book full surprises and remark- 
ably keen observations. For example, consider the fol- 
lowing statistics; half the human race physically ill: 
one and three-quarter billions people eighty per 
cent the population the United States needs the 
services psychiatrist”. 

Dr. Hutschnecker points out, modern medicine has 
made gigantic strides, witness the so-called “miracle” 
drugs—sulfanilimide, penicillin, ACTH, cortisone, etc. 
Yet the battle not even begun because every time one 
scourge removed, another springs take its place. 
With the decline tuberculosis and pneumonia, 
compensating increment noted heart disease and 
cancer. With the conquest bacteria, subsequent in- 
creases are noted viruses. The fundamental point 
this: The number physically ill does not diminish. 


The thesis Dr. Hutschnecker’s book that there 
dynamic interaction mind and body. That say, 
the modern medical practitioner must prepare himself 
treat the patient’s mental well physical anguish. 
short, psychosomatic medicine absolute 
sity the modern melee. 


The following excerpt will illustrate the candidness and 
perception the author. “And have the picture 
the patient ushered and out doctor’s office 
though assembly line. gives his history 
assistant crisp with printed form, perhaps, 
which provides blanks for only physical information: 
age, height, weight, previous illnesses, operations, 
symptoms. 

“He prepared for examination, again nurse 
assistant. The doctor himself, held schedule 
appointments tight railroad time table, comes 
only when the patient lies stretched table under 
sheet, completely dehumanized, deindividualized ob- 
ject for examination. 

“The patient asked breathe, grunt, sit up, 
lie down, but never, pain breaking the doctor’s 
scientific concentration, 
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The New Yorker Twenty-fifth Anniversary Album 


“The doctor, surrounded his charts, graphs, chemi- 
cal analyses and specialists’ reports, undertakes tell 
the still mute sufferer what wrong with 
that there nothing wrong with him and must 
home live with his pains and fears best can.” 
(Reviewer’s comment—Amen!) 


This book filled with personal notes and actual case 
histories, and could value not only the layman 
but also the “busy” doctor. Attempts are made 
throughout the book, usually with success, show that 
not only decide when are sick but often 
choose the disease which will afflict us. The classic 
example, course, being the various complications 
the reproductive organs women who are afraid, con- 
sciously sub-consciously, childbirth. 


good book and provides nuclei thought which 
may germinate the usually fertile brain the modern 
medicine man, the family physician. addition 
being good reading, the book practical and diffi- 
cult visualize anyone’s reading the entire text without 
forming mental pictures his friends and neighbors 
the role either patient doctor. 

The book recommended without reservation all 
those who nurture the will live. 

Stephen Malaker, Ph.D., 


Blakely, Pennsylvania 


Dublin, Louis 
The Facts Life—From Birth Death 
Macmillan. Oct. 23, 1951. 461p. $4.95. 


Here book which combines statistical data with 
question and answer form that makes easy and even 
enjoyable reading. The author, who statistician for 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, collaborated 
with his assistant Mortimer Spiegelman 
forth this volume. 

The data was drawn from the countless studies and 
analyses made the author his capacity statisti- 
cian the insurance company, which studies have 
long been recognized outstanding their scope, 
method and validity. 

The reader has wide choice material covering 
subjects, ranging from population, marriage and 
family patterns, questions cancer, tuberculosis, dia- 
betes, the respiratory and circulatory diseases, problems 
infancy, childhood, old age, accidents, suicides and 
through the effects war. 

Dr. Dublin the temptation fill his book 
with charts, graphs and other items delight the 
Statistician but frequently only confusion the 
general reader. Instead, has used such devices spar- 
ingly and their stead had made full use the 
question and answer technique. 

Sample questions the following type make the 
book. diabetes more common thin fat people; 
what are the causes most school absences; what 
Part the home most fatal accidents occur; what 
the significance the factor; what causes gout? 


addition complete index, each area study 
covered long list outstanding references. 

The format and content the work make for use 
convenient and useful reference book. has value for 


all engaged work with people, whether doctors, 
teachers, social workers other professions. Over 
and above these, should have interest for general 
readers. One can not but hope that the material con- 
tained herein might replace the insipid questions used 
many quiz programs, with resultant education 
both participants and listeners. 

John Baldi, 

Acting Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Life’s Picture History Western Man 

Time, Incorporated, and Simon Schuster. Oct. 29, 1951. 
306p. $10.00. 

The series articles the development the culture 
the “western world” which appeared various 
issues Life some year ago, have been gathered 
into book form for whatever collectors there are such 
items. Taking the whole series thus, and large, and 
one expensive format, reviewer could wish that 
more pictures the quality the reproductions the 
windows the cathedral Chartres, the exquisite 
month-by-month illustrations from the Book Hours, 
and some representative works Michelangelo, Ver- 
onese, Carpaccio, Tintoretto, Bellini and Giotto, had 
been included and let the text lie where was. Be- 
cause the text just too jejune satisfactory, and 
the effort tailor the material the limits Life 
article, with the typical Life raciness, makes almost 
impossible historically accurate. This particu- 
larly true the introduction, which purportedly dis- 
cusses the history early Christianity. This text 
typically humanist approach, which means re- 
markably prone sort facts its own satisfaction, 
interpreting some here, ignoring others blithely and 
myopically. And the same comment would justly 
applied the rest the text. Take “history 
Western refracted the slant through the pris- 
matic prejudices the editors, and means just that 
and naught else. Which means that not “history” 
all, but interpretation thereof. The unwary will 
purchase for its value table-top appurtenance. 
Although the fact that has not simulated-leather 
cover with simulated-hand-tooling may cause even the 
unwary hesitate put out sawbuck for the job. 


Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The New Yorker Twenty-fifth Anniversary Album 
(1925-1950) 

Harper. Oct. 17, 1951. 384p. $5.00. 

This big bundle fun. which content tell the 
story the past twenty-five years cartoons selected 
from the rich store accumulated the pages The 
New Yorker since first burst upon the stands some- 
where early February, 1925. For good deal con- 
temporary recent history reviewed this Anni- 
versary Album, and the handsomely printed book rep- 
resents commentary events well revealing 
study styles cartooning. respect this latter 
subject, the Album would, think, prove that are 
getting better grow older; our tastes are improv- 
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ing—the New Yorker’s and its readers’. All our 
favorites are represented: horrendous Charles Addams, 
bizarre Whitney Darrow, the amazingly amusing George 
Price; Peter Arno, early and late; the late Helen Hokin- 
son; Soglow, Richard Decker, Rea Irwin; Cobean, 
Alain, Steinberg; James (War between Men and 
Women) Thurber; William (Small Fry) Steig; Robert 
and Chon Day; Gluyas Williams, Garret Price, 
Taylor. 


Our fads and fashions and foibles during the past quar- 
ter-century, political and philosophical attitudes, social 
change through Coolidge, Capone, Speakeasy and 
Stock-Market Crash, World’s Fair heydays, Roosevelt, 
Russians, War and uneasy Peace are all recalled pain- 
lessly, pointedly. 


pleasure recommend The New Yorker Album 
worth your investment and strong contender for 
the prize most-popular Christmas present. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Mudd, Emily 
The Practice Marriage Counseling 
Association. Aug. 336p. $4.50. 


setting aside this book one impressed the com- 
prehensive research upon which its factual data 
based. This much needed work indicating the 
extent and scope marriage counseling current this 
country. veritable encyclopedia information 
relative the present status this emerging profession. 
Discernible weakness this respect might the con- 
fusion marriage counseling autonomous pro- 
fession and component element pre-existing 
professions. However, signal service rendered 
the accumulation the vast array facts about agen- 
cies engaged this practice. 


The detailed and statistically verified experiences 
the Marriage Council Philadelphia provide excel- 
lent case study one the largest marriage counseling 
agencies. highly illustrative and furnishes in- 
sight into the practicalities such agency, useful 
especially those responsible for initiating and de- 
veloping similar services elsewhere. 


With the relatively infrequent digressions into the 
realm philosophy must, however, occasion 
part company with the author. should like see 
expressly stated that the goal Marriage Counsel- 
ing not just, nor even mainly, the happiness the 
couple but the successful rearing children. other 
words, the failure keep the social, contrasted 
the individual, goal marriage proper perspective 
regrettable this time when the age needs rid 
itself “rugged individualism” family life even 
economic life. was similarly disappointing find 
masturbation vindicated way unnatural. 


Despite few philosophic distortions this type, the 
book remains excellent and needed encyclopedia 
facts and figures about profession not even known 
fully its extent and practice its own membership. 


Alphonse Clemens, Ph.D., 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Cory Best 


Cory, Donald Webster 
The Homosexual America, Subjective 
Approach 

Greenberg. Sept. 11, 1951. 326p. $4.00. 


Homosexuals have their problems and they constitute 
problem society. The author this book, who hides 
under the cloak penname, keenly aware these 
two facts, because himself homosexual and 
frankly confesses that continues gratify his male- 
directed desires, even though married and has 
“happy home and children”. calls his book 
spiritual biography because contains 
his own sexual impulses and behavior. also contains 
observations the so-called gay life other male 
homosexuals, their feeling degradation, their frustra- 
tions, their parties and drags, the vocabulary they use 
among themselves, their anomalous position minor- 
ity society that repudiates them and their rebellion 
against that society. The reader will struck the 
strange contradictions the homosexual’s character: 
ashamed his way life and may look for 
remedy, and yet clings with every fiber his per- 
sonality, unwilling surrender it; knows count- 
less experiences that his so-called love fickle and that 
his affairs always end frustration, and yet never 
ceases pursue new love-objects. These are some 
the main disadvantages the homosexual has cope 
with. However, there is, according Mr. Cory, also 
the brighter side. The feeling inferiority, fostered 
him hostile society, causes the homosexual make 
the most his capacities and utilize his disadvan- 
tageous position for self-improvement. are told 
that “there permanent place the scheme things 
for the homosexual.” bolster this assertion, Cory 
makes much the homosexual bisexual geniuses and 
great men the field arts and politics, although 
concedes that there are few such men among the 
scientists, explorers and inventors. The less desirable 
characteristics the homosexual, such his “inability 
complete many task,” are brushed aside with the 
euphemistic remark that they represent the features 
versatile personality. 


The book discusses the usual problems that are found 
the literature homosexuality. What the origin 
this Mr. Cory, rejecting the inborn con- 
genital character homosexuality, holds with many 
present-day authors that the result various en- 
vironmental conditions and singles out the main 
cause the unusually strong attachment child for one 
parent. 


Can homosexuality No, the author says: the 
homosexual drive, once acquired, cannot eradi- 
cated and, once aroused, forces individual into 
overt activities. His advice those his kind is, there- 
fore, accept themselves, divest themselves the 
feeling guilt and adjust their life their particular 
personality. 


Apart from its ethical implications which shall 
return presently, the author’s standpoint contrary 
that large number psychotherapists who are 
defifinitely less pessimistic concerning the possible cure 
homosexuals. course, the necessary condition 
the will cured, and that is, according Cory, 
precisely lacking great many cases. 
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our review thus far has conveyed the reader the 
impression that the general tenet Cory’s book 
self-apology, this impression will reinforced when 
reads Cory’s philosophy life. The philosophical 
justification the homosexual’s way life the main 
theme the entire book—as clearly indicated its 
Italian motto: filosofia necessario amore, the pre- 
requisite philosophy love. This course very 
true, but love what? Evidently truth. But the 
author appears loggerheads with objective 
truth; all the arguments with which tries justify 
homosexual practices are framed according his own 
subjective viewpoint. His philosophy, although the most 
important, the weakest part the book, for full 
sophisms, fallacies, specious arguments and contra- 
dictions. 

The fundamental premise from which the author starts 
that there are such things objective, absolute 
moral principles. The only moral law which the 
author recognizes the law sexual freedom—the 
law that ‘two individuals are free live they see 
fit”. denies that homosexuality unnatural and 
that, the contrary, would unnatural for 
invert repress sublimate the natural calling his 
temperament, because has right happiness. 
such statements retort that the premise which 
they are based false. For there absolute norm 
morality, promulgated the Creator nature. 


Since the author refuses believe absolute moral 
norms, turns his fight against the prevailing man- 
made moral codes. These considers antiquated. 
However, even though the penal laws concerning homo- 
sexuality were modified, the natural law forbidding 
homosexual practices would remain the same, because 
never antiquated. 
summary, the weakness Mr. Cory’s book its 
extreme subjectivism and Epicurean philosophy. The 
subjective, obviously biased, manner which the topic 
homosexuality approached makes the book un- 
acceptable not only Catholics, but any other per- 
sons who believe absolute values. 

James Van der Veldt, O.F.M., 

Catholic America, 


Washington, 


McCall’s Book Modern Houses 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 24, 1951. 192p. $5.00. 


Mary Davis Gillies, who the architectural editor 
McCall’s Magazine, has gathered together plans, pic- 
tures, glossary, primer for those who are interested 
building house, with more than 310 photographs, 
most which are color, for this 13” 10” book, 
which Simon Schuster have published, probably with 
special eye the “Christmas trade”. There are 
twenty-nine houses choose from, all designed 
modern” style some twenty-four prominent Ameri- 
can architects. Almost all the plans show taste for 
use stone and wood brick and wood, and provide 
for the increasingly popular outdoor-living 
whether patio, terrace, enclosed garden. There 
commonly too, much use glass for picture win- 
dows whole walls rooms usually facing the more 
Private area away from the street side. The plans offer, 
nevertheless, considerable variety; and, nothing else, 
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offer the prospective home-builder chance “pick- 
and-choose” from the diversity arrangements 
kitchen, bath, living-dining, bed, and play rooms. 


important the plans and pictures, the “Primer 
for Modern Houses”, considering Know What 
You Want”, “What Can You Afford Pay”, and 
special chapters Bathrooms, Closets and Storage, 
Windows, Furniture and Furnishings. All which 
supplemented handy index for ready reference and 
cross reference. 

The book should valuable attractive. And 
attractive. 


Reader’s Digest Reader 

Doubleday. Oct. 11, 1951. 503p. $3.50. 

This book, published celebrate the thirtieth anni- 
versary the Reader’s Digest Magazine, made 
“selection memorable articles published the 
Reader’s Digest during the past thirty years.” was 
compiled the editors the magazine. 


Since the articles the volume, both condensed and 
original, fiction, non-fiction, humorous incidents and 
forth, appear the same format used regularly the 
magazine, the reader will have the impression that 
actually huge issue the magazine. The careful and 
attractive sampling articles characteristic the 
Reader’s Digest will appeal wide range readers 
but especially those with particular fondness for the 
Digest itself. 

Jeanne Marie Popecki, 

Catholic University America 

Library, 
Washington, 


Martindale, 

The Queen’s Daughter; Study Women 

Saints 
Sheed. Oct. 10, 1951. 252p. $3.00. 
This companion volume the author’s What Are 
Saints discusses narrative holy women, 
canonized and uncanonized, who lived six historical 
periods: Early Church; Christian Empire; Western and 
Northern Church; Mediaeval mystics; the Break-up 
Christendom; the Modern world. Like the individual 
chapters, the amount information about each the 
150 women uneven length— sometimes short, 
sometimes long. This explained the author his 
Introduction due the fact that there “are whole 
tracts history which very few women-Saints are 
known,” and that many the canonized were cloister- 
nuns whose exterior lives were not representatives 
their real personalities. find nevertheless that most 
the subjects chosen were religious, and many them 
foundresses religious communities, particularly the 
modern period. 
Frame reference for the entire narrative the con- 
clusion Father Martindale draws from the lives these 
heroic women: sanctity consists the transference 
the will from self God, and distinguished self- 
abnegation, prayer and desire for apostolate. 
Many the individuals particularly the canonized and 
the moderns, are well-known through earlier, full- 
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length biographies. Subjects from early Christian cen- 
turies are less apt familiar the average reader, 
unless collected biography encyclopedia has been 
used. The story each interestingly and apprecia- 
tively told, without recourse legendary data and 
without minimizing either the suffering borne the 
accomplishment achieved. Throughout, the treatment 
pleasantly informal and personal. must said, 
however, that comparison with the fuller treatments 
available for many the subjects, these brief accounts 
are necessarily somewhat unsatisfying and sketchy. But 
readers who wish identify the great souls (feminine 
gender) the Church era and age will find this 
volume stimulating and perceptive. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Rodgers and Hart Song Book, The 

Edited Richard Rodgers. Simon Schuster. 
1951. 244p. $7.50. 

Very handsomely printed and neatly bound, with illus- 
trations Doris Lee, Introduction composer Rod- 
gers, Foreword Oscar Hammerstein II, and text 
Margery Darrell that just-about-right help the 
music and the lyrics some forty-seven songs, the 
great team Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, this 
volume evokes memories and awaken old nostalgias. 
The Rodgers and Hart Song Book bids for and deserves 
high place Christmas-gift shopping lists. And 
case you boggle bit the price this collection, 
bit simple arithmetic, dividing $7.50 47, and you 
will find that you are getting each song, words and 
music (the arrangements made easy Dr. Albert Sir- 
may), for cents each, which something bar- 
gain these days. 


Twenty-two musical shows and two motion pictures, 
spanning the years from 1920 1942, comprise admir- 
able testimony the facility and fecundity these two 
collaborators. They were remarkable pair, equalled 
their time only the brothers Ira and George 
Gershwin. Rodgers’ music delightfully fresh and un- 
hackneyed, and Hart’s lyrics are impish and intricate 
and free most the tin-pan-tune cliches. 
mental Me,” “Here Arms,” “Blue Room,” “The 
Girl Friend,” “My Heart Stood Still,” “With Song 
Heart,” “Ten Cents Dance,” “Lover,” “The Lady 
Tramp,” “Johnny One Note,” “This Can’t 
Love,” “Give Back the Indians,” 
name only few the songs included the collec- 
tion—are popular today they were when they 
were new the nation’s Hit Parade. 


Larry Hart died, pathetically, 1943. Since that sad 
time, Richard Rodgers has, with new partner-lyricist, 
Oscar Hammerstein written even better music for 
such musicals “Carousel”, “Allegro”, 
“South “The King and and for the motion 
picture “Stare that companion volume, 
The Rodgers and Hammerstein Song Book, will wel- 
come later. 


Oct. 26, 


The Rodgers and Hart Song Book Polimeni 


Best SELLERs 


Meantime, anyone who likes play piano and sing 
some grand songs will welcome The Rodgers and Hart 
Song Book. And it’s bargain the price; which 
more than can said for many book published this 
year. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Polimeni, Emmanuela 

Leon Bloy, The Pauper Prophet 
Philosophical Library. Sept. 11, 1951. 119p. $2.75. 
“Condemned live apart from the world, had lived 
decaying and foul society.” did Bloy describe him- 
self the person Cain Marchenoir, the central 
one his most famous books, The Woman Who 
Was Poor. Throughout stormy and difficult life 
missed few opportunities live the vocation for which 
had prayed, that life absolute poverty and sorrow 
which shared with his wife and children. 


This little study another contribution the cult 
Leon Bloy. Like DuBois’ Portrait Leon Bloy (cf.Best 
Sellers, March 1951), neither detailed account 
the life the man, nor comprehensive analysis 
his writings. Nevertheless, drawing upon his frankly 
autobiographical writings and the testimony 
friends and contemporaries, gives very satisfactory 
picture strange and contradictory character, man 
who seemed incapable sustained argument but was 
possessed striking insight into some the spiritual 
truths which lie beyond reason. Bloy repeated fre- 
quently his conviction that posterity would one day 
him justice. Knowing that his writings would not earn 
living for himself and his family, drove himself 
mercilessly carry out the mission felt imposed 
upon him. layman without theological training, 
dared write, called occupy Chair the 
Supernatural”. Recognizing and confessing the many 
weaknesses and faults his own character, boldly 
attacked the lukewarm, lay clerical, writing, 
Catholic must not only torch-bearer, but 
cendiary”. 


Many competent judge has found Bloy the 
Abbé Cornuau described him, outstanding 
Christian one those definitely called bring 
souls God and light the road Heaven 
men good Reading this little book will 
lead many respect, not understand, “The Un- 
grateful Beggar” and “Pilgrim the Absolute”, the 
strange mystic and pauper whom Stanislas Fumet 
wrote, “This irritated, heart-broken soul, who could 
brook interference from ‘men’, drew from dogma 
and religious practices rigorously observed that comfort 
which the whole universe and the world thought 
could not procure for him” (p. highly recom- 
mended those who are prepared consider the con- 
tradictory character one the more difficult wit- 
nesses the Faith modern times. 


John Ellis Bourne, 


University Scranton 
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